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POINCAEE, pwan kah ra > RAYMOND
(1860-1934), President of France (1913-
1920), four times Premier of the Republic,
and throughout his long career a distin-
guished figure in French politics and admin-
istration. He was born in Bar-le-Duc, Lor-
raine. His leadership of the nation during
the war years was especially noteworthy, as
was his success, as Premier in 1926, in bal-
ancing the budget and stabilizing the franc.
He was a member of the French Academy,
and was a most effective writer on public
affairs.

POINSBTTIA, poinsefia, a decorative
plant of the spurge family, native to Mexico
and Central America. It was introduced
into the United States in 1835 by Dr. Point-
sett of Charleston, S. C. The plant has a
central upright, woody, green stalk, which
often grows to be two feet high and which
bears, horizontally, lance-shaped leaves, the
lower ones green, those at the top bright crim-
son. A small inconspicuous yellow flower is
produced at the tip of the stem. The plants,
because of their brilliant coloring-, are much
in demand as Christmas decoration.

POINTEB, a hunting dog, so called be-
cause it stops short at the sight of game and
points toward it with its nose. It has a
smooth eoat of short hair, and is marked, us-
)ually black and white, like the fox hound.
The tail is slender and stiff; the ears, large

and drooping. The dogs have a very keen
sense of ^mell and are unerring in locating
game.

POINTER
POISOF, poi'z'n, any substance which,
introduced into the body, produces dangerous
or deadly effects. Many poisons operate
chemically, eating or corroding the tissues
and causing inflammation and mortification.
Examples of these irritants are many metallic
oxides and solids, such as arsenic; many prep-
arations of copper, mercury, antimony and
other metals; the mineral and vegetable acids,
and substances derived from, some plants.
Other poisons exercise a powerful action up-
on the nerves and cause the rapid destruc-
tion of their energy. These are acids or
narcotic poisons, and most of them belong to
the vegetable kingdom; alcohol, opium, hem-
lock, henbane and belladonna are those best
known. Some substances, such as illuminat-
ing gas or the suffocating vapors from sul-
phur and charcoal, cause death by making
breathing impossible (see ASPHYXIATION).
The effect of poisons depends on the extent
of the dose, some of the most deadly poisons
being useful remedies, if taken under proper
conditions and in right quantities. Modern
science considers the germs that produce dis-
ease as poisons (see GERM: THEORY OF DIS-
EASE). Ptomaines are poisons obtained
from eating spoiled foods (see PTOMAINES).
Treatment. Specific treatment for the
most common poisons is given in the article
ANTIDOTE (which see), but in treating all
cases of poisoning, four things should be
borne in mind:
(1)  Neutralize   the 'poison   as   quickly   as
possible by an antidote.
(2)  If the poison  has been Introduced by
the stomach; empty and wash that organ as
quickly as possible.